Poverty data Summary and analysis for Leeds, April 2026

On 26 March 2026, DWP released their annual poverty estimates for the UK via its Households Below Average Incomes (HBAI) dataset. DWP and HMRC also published their annual Child Poverty at a local level data which included Relative Poverty After Housing Costs in Children at a local level for the first time.

Therefore, this analysis on poverty data focusses on key findings from the Relative Poverty after housing costs measure, as it is possible for comparison between this measure on local child poverty rates and national poverty rates for the first time. 

The Relative Poverty After Housing Costs measure is also the most used measure when discussing poverty nationally and is useful because it is based on current income levels which are more relatable in terms of current costs and people finding themselves in poverty. The AHC measure is preferred because it demonstrates how much disposable income is available to a household after essential bills have been paid.

The data tables at the end of the report provides a snapshot summary of data for 2025 and 2024 for Relative and Absolute Poverty, Before and After Housing Costs.

DWP HBAI Poverty income threshold

In 2025, the UK median average household income was £623 per week after housing costs are deducted from income (AHC). This is an increase of 5% when compared to the median income of £593 in 2024. Housing costs include mortgage, rent, energy and water bills.

Households are measured as being in relative low-income poverty if the weekly income is 60% below the median, therefore in 2025, households were counted as being in poverty if the weekly income was £374 AHC per week or less.  In 2024 the threshold for poverty was £356 AHC per week or less.

The DWP’s report noted key factors that had an upward impact on incomes in 2025 compared with the previous year were:

· uprating of most state benefits by 6.7% when inflation averaged around 2.5% 
· uprating of the State Pension by 8.5% via the “triple lock”
· above-inflation growth in both the National Living Wage and average earnings
· reduction in Employee Class A National Insurance Contribution rates (from 12% April to December 2023, to 10% January to March 2024, to 8% for the whole of the financial year ending 2025).

Factors that had a downward effect on incomes in 2025 compared with the previous year were:
· removal of Cost-of-Living Payments i.e. payments worth £900 (income-related benefit recipients), £150 (disability benefit recipients) and £300 (pensioner households)
· restriction of Winter Fuel Payments entitlement from almost all pensioners to only those in receipt of income-related benefits (principally, Pension Credit)
· freezing of income tax thresholds, so a greater proportion of income becomes liable for tax or higher rates of tax.

DWP HBAI Poverty in the population

20% of the UK population— 13.4 million people—were in relative poverty AHC. This is up from 19% (12.9m people) in 2024. The changes in poverty rates between 2024 and 2025 were not considered statistically significant.

UK Rates of poverty vary across population groups in 2025; 
· 36% of single adult households with children are in poverty, compared to 12% in couples with no children.
· 19% of working-age adults (around 8 million) were in poverty AHC, 68% of the 8m in poverty live in households with at least one person in work.
· 14% of the UK’s pension-age population were in poverty AHC.
· 21% of individuals in poverty are from households where someone is disabled, compared to 19% in families where no-one is disabled.
· In terms of poverty rates within broad ethnic group categories, 16% are White, 36% are Asian and 38% are Black.

Leeds City Council estimates
There is no official data to estimate poverty levels for local areas, however Leeds City Council produces its own estimates based on the national rates because Leeds is statistically considered to mirror the UK trend in terms of demographic profile. Applying national poverty rates to Leeds’s population suggests:

· 166,000 residents were in poverty in 2025. 
· Of which,70,400 are working-age and in-work and 33,000 are out-of-work.
· 18,000 older people of state pension age are in poverty
· This should mean the rest of the Leeds population (44,600) are children in poverty aged 0-19, however, because these are local estimates, the Council uses official DWP HMRC data when discussing Child Poverty, as detailed below.

Child Poverty

DWP HBAI Children (Under 20)
· 27% of UK children—4 million—were in poverty AHC, down from 28% the previous year.
· 72% live in households with at least one adult in work.
· Child Poverty rates were above the overall rate among the following groups: 
· 47% among both Asian and Black families
· 28% of children in families with a disability
· 41% in lone-parent families

Please note that official local data is not available for the children under 20. Leeds City Council do not provide estimates on this measure due to the official data now being produced for children aged 0-15.

DWP HMRC Children (Under 16)
· 26% of Children under 16 are in poverty in the UK, impacting 3.3m children aged 0-15, unchanged from the previous year
· In Leeds 30% are in poverty AHC, slightly down from 31% in 2024. This is impacting 46,536 children in 2025, down 2% from 47,707 children in 2024. 

The AHC measure is a new official measure for Child Poverty produced by HMRC and DWP for the first time for the financial years ending 2024 and 2025 for the under 16 age group.

The changes in child poverty rates between 2024 and 2025 were not considered statistically significant in both the DWP HBAI and DWP HMRC measures.

Summary tables on key data from the 2025 DWP HBAI Poverty data 

The tables below provide a snapshot on available data from the DWP HBAI and DWP HMRC Families in Low income measures for poverty in the population. Where available, figures are provided for all 4 key measures of poverty.

DWP Households below average incomes (HBAI)

	DWP Households below average incomes
	Relative Poverty AHC
	Relative Poverty BHC
	Absolute Poverty AHC
	Absolute Poverty BHC

	Income Thresholds
	
	
	
	

	Households in 2025 were in poverty on this weekly Income point or below
	£374
	£432
	£374
	£432

	Households in 2024 were in poverty on this weekly Income point or below
	£356
	£413
	£374
	£432

	Total Population
	
	
	
	

	UK Poverty Rate 2025
	20%
	16%
	20%
	16%

	UK Poverty Rate 2024
	19%
	15%
	21%
	17%

	UK Population in poverty 2025
	13.4m
	10.9m
	13.4m
	10.9m

	UK Population in Poverty change from 2024
	+476k (+4%)
	+612k (+6%)
	-774k (-5%)
	-558k (-5%)

	Leeds population estimated to be in poverty 2025
	166,002
	134,483
	166,002
	134,483

	Leeds population estimated to be in poverty 2024
	159,614
	126,518
	180,422
	140,963

	Working-Age 16-64 (2025)
	
	
	
	

	UK Working-Age Poverty Rate
	19%
	14%
	19%
	14%

	Leeds Working-age population in poverty
	103,346
	79,438
	103,346
	79,438

	Leeds Working-age population in poverty and in-work
	70,377
	49,616
	-
	-

	Leeds Working-age population in poverty and out-of-work
	32,969
	29,822
	-
	-

	UK Working-age poverty rate for those in families where no-one is disabled
	17%
	13%
	-
	-

	UK Working-age poverty rate for those in families where someone is disabled
	22%
	17%
	-
	-

	Older People aged 65+ (2025)
	
	
	
	

	UK Older People aged 65+/Pensioners in Poverty Rate
	14%
	16%
	14%
	16%

	Leeds Pensioner Poverty estimates
	18,282
	20,957
	18,282
	20,957

	Proportion of Pensioners in poverty where no-one is disabled
	49%
	51%
	-
	-

	Proportion of Pensioners in poverty where someone is disabled
	51%
	49%
	-
	-

	Dependent Children (0-19)
	
	
	
	

	UK Child Poverty Rate 2025 (0-19 age group)
	27%
	21%
	27%
	21%

	UK Child Poverty Rate 2024 (0-19 age group)
	28%
	20%
	30%
	22%

	UK Child Population in poverty 2025 (0-19 age group)
	4.0m
	3.0m
	4.0m
	3.0m

	UK Child Population in Poverty change from 2024
	-12k (-0.3%)
	+87k (+2%)
	-411k (-9%)
	-198k (-6%)

	Proportion of children in poverty from families in work 
	72%
	69%
	-
	-

	Total Population Equality Poverty Rates (2025)
	
	
	
	

	Individuals in families where no-one is disabled
	19%
	15%
	19%
	15%

	Individuals in families where someone is disabled
	21%
	17%
	21%
	17%

	Poverty Rate in White Households
	16%
	14%
	-
	-

	Poverty Rate in Asian/Asian British Households
	36%
	26%
	-
	-

	Poverty Rate in Black/African/Caribbean/Black British Households
	38%
	27%
	-
	-



DWP HMRC Children in Low Income Families

	DWP HMRC Children in Low Income Families
	Relative Poverty AHC
	Relative Poverty BHC
	Absolute Poverty AHC
	Absolute Poverty BHC

	Children (0-15)
	
	
	
	

	UK DWP HMRC Child Poverty Rates 2025
	26.0%
	19.3%
	-
	19.3%

	UK DWP HMRC Child Poverty Rates 2024
	26.3%
	18.8%
	-
	20.7%

	UK Child Population in poverty 2025 (0-15 age group)
	3.29m
	2.43m
	-
	2.43m

	UK Child Population in Poverty change from 2024
	-27k (-1%)
	+70.2k (+3%)
	-
	-164k (-6%)

	Leeds DWP HMRC 0-15 age group official
Child Poverty Rates 2025
	29.6%
	25.0%
	-
	25.0%

	Leeds DWP HMRC 0-15 age group official 
Child Poverty Rates 2024
	30.6%
	25.4%
	-
	27.5%

	Leeds Child Population in poverty 2025
(0-15 age group)
	46,536
	39,240
	-
	39,240

	Leeds Child Population in poverty 2024
(0-15 age group)
	47,707
	39,472
	-
	42,789

	Leeds Child Population in Poverty change from 2024
	-1,171 (-2%)
	-232 (-0.6%)
	-
	-3,549 (-8%)



Child Poverty in Leeds by Ward
The DWP HMRC data is also available by ward the table below displays data for Relative Poverty AHC. A map and data for Relative Poverty BHC is also available in the Poverty Fact Book Dashboard online.

	Relative Poverty AHC by Leeds Ward 
	Number
FYE 2025
	Percentage
FYE 2025
	Number
FYE 2024
	Percentage
FYE 2024

	Gipton & Harehills 
	5,847
	65.5%
	6,190
	68.8%

	Burmantofts & Richmond Hill 
	3,930
	53.3%
	4,041
	56.2%

	Hunslet & Riverside 
	2,651
	50.3%
	2,768
	52.5%

	Beeston & Holbeck 
	2,978
	48.2%
	3,090
	50.6%

	Little London & Woodhouse 
	1,513
	48.6%
	1,554
	49.7%

	Armley 
	2,346
	41.0%
	2,391
	42.6%

	Chapel Allerton 
	1,863
	38.6%
	1,933
	40.7%

	Kirkstall 
	1,220
	36.4%
	1,262
	38.9%

	Killingbeck & Seacroft 
	2,536
	37.1%
	2,504
	38.7%

	Middleton Park 
	2,775
	37.4%
	2,807
	38.7%

	Headingley & Hyde Park 
	589
	36.7%
	602
	37.4%

	Bramley & Stanningley 
	1,726
	34.8%
	1,731
	34.9%

	Temple Newsam 
	1,441
	31.6%
	1,400
	31.3%

	Farnley & Wortley 
	1,480
	28.8%
	1,487
	29.4%

	Cross Gates & Whinmoor 
	1,225
	24.5%
	1,238
	25.0%

	Pudsey 
	1,100
	22.5%
	1,077
	22.4%

	Weetwood 
	807
	21.4%
	785
	20.9%

	Morley South 
	893
	19.8%
	921
	20.4%

	Rothwell 
	697
	19.6%
	721
	19.9%

	Roundhay 
	890
	17.6%
	988
	19.7%

	Kippax & Methley 
	800
	18.1%
	832
	19.3%

	Ardsley & Robin Hood 
	878
	19.8%
	846
	19.2%

	Calverley & Farsley 
	841
	18.0%
	891
	18.8%

	Alwoodley 
	864
	16.8%
	947
	18.7%

	Morley North 
	708
	16.6%
	727
	17.3%

	Otley & Yeadon 
	654
	17.9%
	611
	16.6%

	Moortown 
	715
	15.4%
	750
	16.3%

	Garforth & Swillington 
	509
	14.3%
	529
	14.5%

	Adel & Wharfedale 
	624
	14.6%
	600
	14.4%

	Horsforth 
	510
	10.1%
	521
	10.4%

	Guiseley & Rawdon 
	450
	10.2%
	448
	10.0%

	Wetherby 
	293
	8.6%
	313
	9.1%

	Harewood 
	184
	5.8%
	207
	6.5%






Information about changes to the Poverty Data

There have been changes to the DWP’s Households Below Average Income (HBAI) Data series on official poverty data within the UK as a result of a new approach to using administrative data in place of Family Resources Survey (FRS) responses, and a change to the absolute low-income reference year. These changes mean that data prior to 2022 is not available on a consistent basis in both the DWP HBAI series and Child Poverty at a local level released by DWP and HMRC.

Due to revisions in the time series, the changes will also mean that previous reports on Poverty figures are not comparable. For example in 2024, using the old HBAI estimate, 21% of the population were in poverty, with the new revised estimate 19% were in poverty in 2024. Poverty rates have been revised downwards using the administrative data in place of survey responses. Yet this revision downwards is not the outcome of any policy changes or general improvements in economic conditions, just improvements to the data.

Absolute Poverty provides a rate and number of people with incomes 60% below median incomes in a base year, adjusted for inflation, and the base year has recently been changed to the financial year ending 2025 and means there is no difference between Absolute and Relative Poverty in this latest release. (The base year has been changed from FYE 2011 which applies to Absolute poverty data prior to FYE 2022). 

When referencing the year in the report e.g. as 2025, the time frame refers to the financial year ending 2025 i.e. 2024/25 and can be referred to as FYE 2025.

Estimating Poverty for Leeds

The national poverty rates are derived from the UK population of 69.3m people, then estimating the number of people in the population that earn less than the poverty thresholds, before or after housing costs are deducted from income. 

For example it is reported by the HBAI that there are 13.4m people living in relative poverty in the UK, after housing costs. This figure was 20% of the UK population in 2025 with a household income of £374/week or less. 

There is no official data to estimate poverty levels for local areas, however Leeds City Council produces its own estimates based on the national rates because Leeds is statistically considered to mirror the UK trend in terms of demographic profile. 

For estimating poverty figures for the latest financial year, the ONS Mid-Year Population estimates for Leeds in the corresponding timeframe is 845,189 and this figure has been used against the latest national poverty rates to help estimate the number of people in poverty in Leeds. Therefore, it can be assumed that 20% of the Leeds population in 2025 was living in relative poverty AHC. This equates to 166,002 people in Leeds.

Accessing other Poverty Measures 

The Leeds Poverty Fact Book provides further details and access to data on Relative Poverty Before and After Housing Costs are deducted from income, and on Absolute Poverty, Before and After Housing Costs are deducted from income. 

All four measures of poverty can be useful to understand how different income levels impact the poverty numbers. The Fact Book can be viewed online at https://observatory.leeds.gov.uk/leeds-poverty-fact-book/




